Tobit as a Likely Candidate for Scribal Innovation
The idea that a text should have a single author, or in many instances, a single form, does not appear to have been universally held by the ancients. We see this clearly in the epics of Mesopotamia, Greece, South Asia and Ireland, to name but a few examples, but the phenomenon is limited neither to these civilizations nor to a single genre. Certainly, scribal innovation has been detected throughout the documents now found in the Hebrew Bible and in other sacred writings circulating in the Second Temple period.3 Among the Dead Sea Scrolls we find multiple versions of both "biblical writings" and rulebooks such as the Serekh ha-Yaḥad. Jeremiah is perhaps the most famous case of multiple editions, but there is also clear evidence of expansion in some manuscripts of Exodus, Numbers, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah and Daniel,4 and in 4QReworked Pentateuch.5 Some expansions are primarily harmonizations from elsewhere in the Torah (e.g., 4QpaleoExodm and 4QNumb), but others include apparently new material, such as 4Q364. It is of particular interest to the question of Tobit that works such as Jubilees6 and the Genesis Apocryphon7 may also be the products of more than one author. All three writings draw on the book of Geneisis for inspiration; Jubilees shares parabiblical traditions with Tobit;8
